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Delhi’s artosphere is in for a divine

intervention! Literally. The XII Tai
Situpa, known as the next Buddha,

J

will be showcasing his rare
paintings in Delhi for the first time
ever, writes Supriya Sharma

wo-year-old Tal Situpa's nanny bad

a tough time washing his cdlothes

thanks to his infantile fetish for

painting on the flooe with chascoal.
Her chiding wouldn't have been necessary
had she known that this mink calligrapher
woulkd kater transform Into a renowned Bud-
dhist , scholar, poet and artist.

As the month of December deaws closer,
the Kumar Gallery will be travelling back in
time with the Tal Situpa, an reincasnation
of the Bodhisattva Maitreya, the next Bud-
dha, as per the Boddhist tradition, to an age
wehere artists were rechsiive creatures, cut off
from all workdly trapgings and oblivious of

We wouldn't have got this rare oppoety-
nity to see Tal's art If it wasn't foe his disci-
norm of “reclusivencs”

map% gallery in Mady acound 15 -

years 1o “his work. Tal’s union
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» das and the trangedll Hora and fauna.

tickle the senses and prepare him for some
exuberant display of talent.

But i he isn't totally satisfied with the
owtcome, be doesn't take losg to destroy it
and start afresh. *I need to feel nice about
my paintings, otherwise there's no wse,” he
informs. Another overpowering feeling
while st work for Tal Is of DR vu, “1 often
feel ‘famillarity’ with many places and
things,” he explains.

Shadow of lmer Light, however, 1s surpris
Ingly Tal's first ever show in India, his moth-
erland. It will showcase a monk’s propessi-
ty for art In foety different versions In
acrylic, water colours and red pearl Ink on
sk, archalc paper and rice paper, woeks in
mixed media Rold, leaves, petals,
stems and seeds of Jotus. His canvases are

of natural entities like the

majestic pago-
sonsething that gives me clearness In
not confusion!”

Tal is the twelfth in the line of the

1t will be wromg to label an artist’s work
who doesn't believe In the ‘realist’ and “ab-

'inu‘?'nmagnomm cessive incarmations of the Tal Situpas
ant. It

depends on the times you are  span over six hundred years and whos
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tic development in Bastern Tibet. The

- eighth period In this 1l was
> ‘ '_'h famoss Tankha Nm' “’hm

had » Influence on Tal's woek.
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